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Researching Migrant Materialisms to Correct Official Narratives: Memories
of Being Tested for HIV to Immigrate to Canada

| am an institutional ethnographer (Smith, 2006) and so | will begin in a story. | take the
standpoint of prospective immigrants to Canada who, through immigration medical screening,
discover that they are HIV-positive. How does heath status impact on a person’s chances to
permanently immigrate? What does this HIV screening look like for applicants, for physicians
who conduct medical examinations, and for doctors who decide whether an applicant can
immigrate or not based on health status? | use results from empirical fieldwork that | carried out
in Canada (Bisaillon, 2012).

This body of work provided an important and alternative body of knowledge that
corrected official understandings about how HIV screening happens in the immigration system.
We might begin our discussions by considering answers to the following: How might we use
institutional ethnography and memory studies together in a research project? What might be
some opportunities and challenges associated with doing so? In what ways do the issues
presented matter for would-be immigrants to Canada, the state, and what it means to become a
citizen of another country?
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Laura Bisaillon is part sociologist, part anthropologist. Her research agenda contributes to sociology and
the subfields of health and illness, and socio-legal and migration studies. She uses the social organization
of knowledge approach and institutional ethnography from sociology as modes of inquiry. To date, the
bulk of her work has focused on how policy, law and various forms of regulation shape the lives of people
with illness, disease, and disability, with a focus on HIV/AIDS. Screening and Screaming in Exile is the
name of her monograph; currently under review with the University of British Columbia. She joined the
University of Toronto in 2013, and she has done ethnographic fieldwork in Eritrea, Ethiopia and Iran. She
is assistant professor with undergraduate appointment in the Political Science Department and the
Interdisciplinary Centre for Health and Society. Her graduate appointment is at the Social Justice
Education Department and the Centre de recherches en éducation franco-ontarienne of the Ontario
Institute for Studies in Education.
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Cercetand cotidianul migratului pentru a corecta naratiunile oficiale: Memorii ale

testarii HIV pentru a putea migra in Canada

Pentru ca sunt un etnograf al institutiilor (Smith, 2006), voi incepe cu o poveste. Plec de la cazul
celor care ar dori sa imigreze in Canada si care, in cadrul procesului obligatoriu asociat de screening
medical, descopera ca sunt HIV pozitiv. Cum afecteaza statutul sanatatii sansele de a emigra al unei
persoane? Cum se manifesta screeningul HIV pentru aplicant, pentru doctorii care efectueaza
examinarea medicala, si pentru specialistii care decid daca un aplicant poate migra sau nu pe baza
statusului sau de sanatate? Pentru a raspunde, folosesc date empirice dintr-o cercetare de teren realizata
in Canada (Bisaillon, 2012).

Acesta cercetare a oferit un corpus important si alternativ de informatii care corecteaza
cunostintele oficiale despre realizarea obligatorie a screeningul HIV in sistemul de imigratie. Vom
dezvolta discutiile noastre plecand de la raspunsuri la urmatoarele intrebari: Cum putem folosi etnografia
institutionala si studiile memoriale, impreuna, intr-un proiect de cercetare? Care ar putea fi oportunitatile
si problematica asociate cu un astfel de demers? In ce masura datele oferite conteaz& pentru cineva care
doreste sa emigreze in Canada, sau pentru statul canadian, si ce inseamna sa devii cetatean al unei alte
tari?
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Laura Bisaillon este sociolog si antropolog. Cercetarile sale — in care foloseste , ca modalitati de
interogare, teoria organizarii sociale a cunoasterii si etnografia institutionala - sunt legate de domeniul
sociologiei, al studiilor despre migratie si al studiilor despre sdnatate si boald. Pana acum, majoritatea
cercetarilor sale s-au axat pe modul in care politicile publice, legislatia si alte forme de regularizare a
cotidianului structureaza vietile oamenilor care suferd de o boald sau de o dizabilitate, cu accent pe
problema HIV/SIDA. Screening and Screaming in Exile este numele monografiei sale, in present in curs
de revizuire spre publicare la Editura Universitatii British Columbia. A integrat Univesitatea din Toronto in
2013, si a efectuat cercetari de teren in Eritrea, Etiopia si Iran. Este lector pentru studii de licentd in
cadrul Departamentul de Stiinte Politice si al Centrului Interdisciplinar pentru Sanatate si Societate, si
lector pentru studii masterale si doctorale in cadrul Departamentului de Educatie pentru Justitie Sociala si
al Centrului de cercetari in educatia franco-ontariana, Institutul pentru Studii in Educatie — Ontario.



