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‘To Whom Do You Belong, Boy!?’. Memory and Narration, or The Patronymic
Complex in The Works of Marin Preda

In this conference | will discuss, in an applied manner, the relations between
narration, memory and personal identity starting from two writings of Marin Preda: the
short story Colina [The Small Hill], from his debut volume, and a fragment from his
autobiography Viata ca o pradé [Life as Prey]. Both writings gravitate around a bizarre
‘failure-act’ centred on the family-name (the patronym) of the main character, and of the
author.

This absence is even more intriguing as the first-name is the most important
‘signal’ for a written autobiography, in order to be sure - according to Ph. Lejeune’s
theory - that the read testimony belongs to a ‘real person’. Relating this fact to the
known data on Preda’s life, my approach will formulate a hypothesis about the
existence of a ‘complex’ that was extremely productive in the genesis of his entire work.

Ovidiu Verdes is Professor of Literary Theory at University of Bucharest, Faculty of Letters. His
works include: Metafora — un concept deschis [Methaphor - an open concept] (2004), Metafora
si metafizica: Nietzsche, Heidegger, Blaga, Derrida [Metaphor and Metaphisics: Nietzsche,
Heidegger, Blaga, Derrida (2005; lucrare distinsa cu premiul A.L.G.C.R./volume awarded with
the A.L.G.C.R. Prize ) and Teorie literard contemporana. Teme, autori, abordéri [Literary Theory
Today: Themes, Authors, Approaches] (2008). He published numerous articles, essays and
literary reviews in different collective volumes and in journals like Euresis, Cuvantul, Dilema,
Observator cultural and Romania literara. He is also a writer; author of the novel Muzici si faze
[Musics and Tricks] (2000), awarded with The Debut Prize of the Writers’ Union of Romania. His
research interests in literary theory, his main domain, have been doubled in the previous years
by the interest in autobiography in the post-communist context. Different research projects on
this theme have been rewarded with a New Europe College Fellowship (1995-1996) and two
postdoctoral Andrew W. Mellon Fellowships at Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities,
Edinburgh, Great Britain (2008), and Netherlands Institute for Advanced Studies, Wassenaar,
Holland (2012).
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»Al cui esti tu, ma!?”. Memorie §i narativizare, sau despre complexul patronimului
in textele lui Marin Preda

Conferinta pe care o voi prezenta discutd intr-o maniera aplicata raporturile
dintre naratiune, memorie si identitatea personala pornind de la doua texte ale lui Marin
Preda: povestirea Colina, din volumul sau de debut, si un fragment din autobiografia
Viata ca o prada. Ambele texte graviteaza in jurul unui bizar ,act ratat” ce are ca obiect
numele de familie (patronimul) personajului central, respectiv al autorului.

Absenta acestuia este cu atit mai semnificativa cu cit, conform teoriei lui Ph.
Lejeune, numele propriu este cel mai important ,semnal” de care dispune o
autobiografie scrisa pentru a ne asigura ca marturia pe care o citim apartine unei
,persoane reale”. Raportind acest fapt la datele cunoscute ale vietii lui Preda,
interpretarea mea va formula ipoteza unui ,complex” care a fost extrem de productiv in
geneza operei sale.

Ovidiu Verdes este profesor universitar de teoria literaturii la Facultatea de Litere a Universitatii
din Bucuresti, autor al volumelor: Metafora — un concept deschis (2004), Metafora si metafizica:
Nietzsche, Heidegger, Blaga, Derrida (2005; lucrare distinsa cu premiul A.L.G.C.R.) si Teorie
literara contemporand. Teme, autori, abordari (2008). A publicat numeroase articole, eseuri si
cronici literare in diferite volume colective si in reviste precum Euresis, Cuvantul, Dilema,
Observator cultural si Romania literara. Este, de asemenea, scriitor; autor al romanului Muzici si
faze ( 2000), distins cu premiul de debut al Uniunii Scriitorilor din Romania. Preocuparilor legate
de teoria literaturii, domeniul sau, li s-au adaugat in ultimii ani cele legate de problematica
autobiografiei in context postcomunist. Diverse proiecte de cercetare pe aceasta tema au fost
recompensate cu o bursa New Europe College (1995-1996) si cu doua burse postdoctorale
Andrew W. Mellon la Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities din Edinburgh, Marea
Britanie (2008), si Netherlands Institute for Advanced Studies din Wassenaar, Olanda (2012).
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