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According to its mission of promoting excellence in research and encouraging international collaborations, the Research Institute of the University of Bucharest (ICUB) offers each year a number of research fellowships for visiting professors to senior researchers with an outstanding track record, along with the title of visiting professor at the University of Bucharest. The fellowship program is a professional development program for visiting professors within an institutional framework.

General Description
The ICUB fellowships for visiting professors are awarded for a period ranging from 1 to 12 months. These fellowships are aimed at researchers with internationally recognised expertise in their fields, who seek to carry out a research project at the ICUB, participate in or organise an event at ICUB (international conferences, courses, research seminars, exploratory workshops, etc.) or teach within the various programs of the University of Bucharest. 

The ICUB fellowships for visiting professors offer flexibility in conducting research activities. To this end, applicants must specify in their application whether they will conduct their research in Romania or abroad. In order to process the fellowship payments and requested reimbursements, the visiting professors who choose to come to Bucharest may obtain a residence permit and open a bank account at a financial institution in Romania for direct deposit, or they may collect the payments in cash, from the UB Cashier’s Office. Travel expenses will be reimbursed for a round-trip with arrival in Bucharest no more than 1–2 days before the start of the contract and departure no more than 1–2 days after its completion.

Objectives
The main objective of these fellowships is to facilitate the submission of research proposals and the establishment of international collaborations with renowned specialists in various fields. The program also aims to attract renowned professors and researchers to ICUB to share their knowledge and best practices (know-how) in research with members of the academic community at the University of Bucharest. The visiting professors will help encourage and promote research directions, topics, or methods; support the creation or development of working groups within ICUB; and contribute to fostering a dynamic research environment and advancing the institutional and research culture of the University of Bucharest.

Expected results
· To create a competitive interdisciplinary environment that encourages further development of a proper institutional culture, specific to an institute of advanced studies.
· Establishing collaborative networks with experts in the fields represented within ICUB.
· To promote and disseminate results to the University of Bucharest’s academic community through international collaboration.
· To increase the number of publications of the University of Bucharest.

Eligibility criteria
The visiting professors must be senior researchers with a noteworthy international experience in their area of study, and who want to conduct a research project under the auspices of the ICUB. The project can include organising events (conferences, presentations, colloquia, and workshops), writing grant applications (individual or in collaboration with other members of the ICUB Division), providing expertise, mentoring early career researchers, or cooperation with members of the University of Bucharest on particular projects.
Tenured, associate, or emeritus professors of the University of Bucharest are not eligible for this scholarship. 

Fellowship conditions
Residential fellowship
· The fellowship amount is 5000 lei per month. Reimbursement for international travel expenses for a round-trip, economy class, may be provided, based on supporting documentation. 
· Providing a workspace at ICUB and access to ICUB’s facilities (seminar rooms, computers, scientific databases), upon request by the visiting professor and subject to the availability of ICUB’s facilities.
· Providing a program of conferences and seminars.
· Providing logistical support organising scientific events (workshops, conferences, colloquia, etc.).
· ICUB does not cover costs related to obtaining a visa, health insurance or international transport insurance.

Online Fellowship
· The fellowship amount is 5000 lei per month. The fellowship will be paid in the personal account (in foreign currency), and the related foreign exchange commission will be covered from the budget of the Division hosting the visiting professor.
· Providing a program of conferences and seminars.
· Providing logistical support organising online scientific events (workshops, conferences, colloquia, etc.).

The obligations of visiting professors
· To implement the research project/ event for which they received the invitation from the University of Bucharest within the ICUB;
· To participate in the research activities organised by the ICUB;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]To mention their ICUB affiliation and the support provided by ICUB in all scientific papers, public policy documents, patents, conference proceedings, organized workshops, or other research outputs produced as an ICUB visiting professor; The primary affiliation for all fellowship results is “Research Institute of the University of Bucharest, ICUB,” and the acknowledgments section must include the contract number and date of registration, as well as the name of the project funded by the ICUB.
· To submit a monthly activity report and, at the end of the fellowship, a report on their research activities at ICUB.

The selection system
The Visiting Professor application is put together within each ICUB Division, upon the recommendation and with the approval of the Division coordinator. The application file will contain:
· CV and list of publications (in English);
· A short presentation of the research project or/and of the scientific event/events in which the visiting professor will be engaged, clearly highlighting the benefits which the ICUB will have from granting the fellowship (for instance: establishing a new direction of research; creating a new workgroup; launching an international project; writing a paper for a prestigious journal or a publishing house etc.);

In case the available ICUB funding for the visiting professors is not sufficient to cover all approved applications, the Research Vicerector appoints an expert committee for the respective fields, to ranks the applications based on the following criteria: 1) the prestige and the international visibility of the applicant, 2) the quality of the project proposed to the ICUB, 3) the feasibility of the project development in the ICUB. The expert committee thus ranks the received applications. This ranking is then discussed by the ICUB Board of Directors, which will decide on a possible reorganisation and rescheduling of the affiliation periods for visiting professors, or on changing the invitation dates and deferring the applications to the following calendar year.

After completing these steps and based on the application file the Research Vicerector sends an official invitation letter to the visiting professor. 

